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Ferdescol is a nonprofit organization 
created by Market Analysis Ltd with 
support from Baker & McKenzie 
S.A.S. to promote renewable energy 
and sustainable development 
projects in remote Colombian 
communities. 

Despite Colombia’s emergence as 
one of Latin America’s most robust 
economies over the past decade, 
many rural areas remain 
undeveloped and bereft of basic 
infrastructure. 

Currently 470,000 Colombian 
households lack access to electricity 
and reliable supplies of clean 
drinking water - 432,000 in rural 
areas. 



Colombia has thousands of isolated communities with limited or no access to 
conventional sources of energy. They lack the means to desalinize or purify drinking 
water and have limited access to information and educational technologies such as 
computers and mobile phones.  Lack of these basic services severely reduces the 
prospects for poverty reduction and economic development.
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Ferdescol aims to contribute to sustainable development of isolated rural 
communities by:
- addressing basic needs using solar and wind technology to provide reliable        
  sources of energy and safe drinking water
- working with the communities in longer-term development and poverty             
  reduction,  e.g. via eco-tourism projects which are often small-scale,                    
  community-based, and require small up-front investments
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OEIS Study of of Wind Energy in 
Colombia

In 2012 we studied the potential for the private development of wind 
power in Colombia for the British Foreign Office’s Latin America 
Prosperity Fund.  In the course of this investigation we visited a number 
of communities in Colombia’s northern Guajira department where the 
potential for small-scale wind and solar energy is enormous. These 
indigenous Wayuu communities also have tremendous opportunities to 
develop eco-tourism projects, based on the stunning natural beauty of 
the area and the abundance of wildlife.



2/03/142/03/14

PILOT PROJECT

Laguna Grande
La Guajira



Provide electricity and clean drinking water to a  community of 
125 indígenous Wayuu people living in an isolated region on the 
north coast of Colombia.

The community lives mostly on sea fishing and rearing goats and is 
cut off from mainland access during the rainy season.  It is currently 
suffering the consequences of a severe drought which is daily 
becoming more acute.  Lack of a source of clean drinking water 
threatens the immediate health of the population and the lives of 
their animals, upon which the longer-term livelihood of the 
community depends.

Pilot Project   Laguna Grande 



PILOT PROJECT

Availability of reliable access to electricity, communications 
technologies and desalinized drinking water will enable the 
community to develop an eco-tourism project built around 
the presence of a large flock of flamingos in the area. 

The potential for this type of project exists in all regions of 
Colombia.



Please support Ferdescol’s initiative in Colombia.  For 
more information visit our website ww.ferdescol.org.
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